
Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the April 21, 2016 meeting 

Present: Curt Pueschel, Cindy Stephens-Westerman, Victor Lamoureux, Philip Grayson, Steve 
Appel 

The minutes of the January 2015 meeting were approved by e-mail and no meetings were held in 
February or March.  The next regular meeting of the CAC is scheduled for May 19, 2016, which 
will be held like this meeting at the Vestal Public Library.   
A comment was made that a local firm, Alex’s Landscope, is advertising by littering Town 
streets.  A ziplock bag with an printed advertisement is weighed down with a few pieces of 
gravel and tossed in the gutter next to residents’ mailboxes.  This was done just before streets 
were flushed by the Town, so many of these may have been carried into storm drains.   
It was noted with concern that a proposal for logging on 4225 Fuller Hollow Road, a 30 acre 
property adjacent to Stair Park, was approved and given a negative environmental impact 
declaration seemingly without consideration of whether increased runoff from logging will add 
to the already critical erosion of Fuller Hollow Creek.   
Victor reported that he shared with Town Board member Sue Messina the CAC’s discussions 
with the Upper Susquehanna Coalition about planting streambank buffers in Richards Avenue 
Park and possibly Vestal Center Park, and our interest in presenting this potential project at a 
Town Board work session.  He also met with Parks Superintendent Jim Bukowski and Board 
member Patty Fitzgerald.  The USC’s interest in berm removal also came up because just north 
of Richards Avenue Park, extensive berms have constructed.  The gravel could be a resource to 
the Town.  

Adam described the situation regarding solar power incentives offered by New York State.  
Governor Cuomo directed the state’s Public Service Commission to formulate a Clean Energy 
Standard based on the goal that the state will obtain at least 50% of is electricity from renewable 
energy sources by 2030.  As a means of promoting the development of solar power, the State 
adopted a law (RPTL 487) in 1977  exempting solar and wind improvements from property taxes 
for 15 years after installation.  Local governments can opt out of this plan, allowing them to 
collect property taxes on such facilities if companies or individuals still wish to pursue solar 
development. However, the economics of solar in the upstate market are such that solar 
development is not viable if property taxes are levied on any system below megawatt scale. As 
an alternative to revenues from property taxes, some municipalities are negotiating PILOTs 
(payments in lieu of taxes) as an alternative source of revenue.  Those who have already 
deployed solar power with the help of past incentives would be grandfathered and would not be 
reassessed should the Town opt out of the incentive plan.  Informational sessions to educate 
citizens and governmental leaders about these issues are being organized. 

Steve reported that Catherine Young, Superintendent of the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint 
Sewage Treatment Plant, would be happy to talk with the CAC about the extensive redesign and 
reconstruction at the plant.  He also relayed some of the Planning Board discussion about the 
proposal for a cell tower near Tri City Airport. 
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